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C  Jl  fa  reward  of  ejuenso^ 
a  thing  well  done; 

is  to  have  done  it. 


With  gratitude  to 
fAN€pF€ljF€R 
for  ha '  efforts  during 
the  flood  of  1995 


rue  vui  \i 


The  calligraphy  artwork  presented  to  Jane  Pfeifer  by  Mary  North. 

A  Tribute  To  Jane  Pfeifer,  Our  Mayor 


In  the  older  days,  when  Elsah  was  a  little  out-of-the-way 
community,  its  life  and  government  were  simple.  The 
Village  set  its  own  standards,  and  its  requirements  were 
minimal.  There  was  very  little  outside  interference. 

Today,  newly  enacted  Federal  and  State  laws  reach  every 
community,  whether  large  or  small,  important  or  not, 
with  demands.  To  comply  with  these  mandates  compli- 
cates the  governing  of  that  community,  requiring  an  ever 
more  knowledgeable  and  dedicated  Mayor  and  Village 
Board  to  manage  it. 

During  the  Great  Flood  of '93  and  its  aftermath,  when 
organization  and  fast  action  on  relief  requests  were  most 
important,  Elsah  was  fortunate  to  have  a  Mayor  of  Jane 


Pfeifer's  caliber  at  the  helm.  As  a  former  Grant  Manager 
for  Federal  Programs  for  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Community  Affairs,  Jane  knew  where  to 
start  and  how  to  proceed.  She  was  able,  together  with 
the  members  of  the  Village  Board,  to  guide  successfully 
the  Village  and  Villagers  through  these  difficult  times. 


Mary  North,  a  Village  of  Elsah  Trustee,  planned  a  well- 
deserved  community  tribute  to  Mayor  Jane  Pfeifer  on 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  crest  of  the  '93  flood.  Then, 
to  give  everyone  in  the  village  and  beyond  an  idea  of  what 
it  entails  to  govern  even  a  small  community  like  Elsah  in 
these  fast  changing  times,  we  asked  the  Mayor  to  write 
about  it. 


ii 


No  More  Oars  In  '94" 

by  Mary  North,  Village  of  Elsah  Trustee 


This  was  the  slogan  for  the  Village  of  Elsah  Potluck  lunch 
on  July  3 1 , 1 994,  to  remember  the  anniversary  of  the  crest 
of  the  '93  flood  on  August  1,  1993.  We  love  potlucks  in 
Elsah.  Folks  bring  a  covered  dish  for  eight  or  a  salad  or 
dessert,  and  their  own  table  settings  and  lawn  chairs,  while 
the  Village  provides  lemonade,  ice  and  entertainment. 
Visiting  with  our  neighbors  is  the  best  entertainment, 
along     with     friendship,     fellowship     and     fun. 

After  lunch  was  over,  the  Village  Board  honored 
Mayor  Jane  Pfeifer.  I  would  like  to  share  the  remarks  I 
made  on  that  occasion: 

During  the  flood,  there  were  three  important 
jobs.  One  job  was  Survival.  Survival  of  life  and 
of  belongings.  Survival  with  enough  bandaids  and 
without  major  accidents.  Survival  to  rebuild. 
Physical  and  emotional  survival. 

The  second  job  wasService.  The  people  of  Elsah 
are  ever  grateful  to  the  countless,  caring  volun- 
teers, and  especially  to  Principia  College  for  its 
generosity  of  time  and  resources.  Rather  like  the 
Sorcerer's  Apprentice,  every  helping  hand  seemed 
to  multiply,  to  fill  more  sandbags  and  raise  more 
levees. 

Spirit  was  the  third  job.  In  every  way  people 
received  more  than  they  gave.  One  would  never 
wish  for  a  flood,  but  we  have  noticed  that  there 
is  now  a  lot  more  waving  to  each  other,  a  lot  more 
familiarity  with  neighbors.  We  share  a  new 
history. 

Throughout  the  whole  siege  of  the  river,  one 
person  excelled  in  these  three  jobs,  and  we  recog- 
nize her  today.  We  would  have  declared  this 
"Jane  Pfeifer  Day,"  but  she  would  have  vetoed  it 
at  a  Village  Board  meeting.  We  do  offer  her  our 
profound  gratitude  and  respect  for  leading  our 
efforts  last  summer,  for  threading  the  way  through 
the  maze  of  bureaucracy,  and  for  sustaining  us  in 
our  times  of  impatience  and  disbelief.  We  present 
to  Jane  this  calligraphy  artwork  with  a  quotation, 
selected  by  her  mother  and  daughter,  from  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  which  ably  expresses  Jane's 
humility  and  devotion:  "The  reward  of  a  thing 
well  done,  is  to  have  done  it." 


The  Village  Potluck  Lunch,  on  July  31st,  honoring  Jane 
Pfeifer,  the  Mayor. 


Jane  Pfeifer  with  the  framed  tribute  she  received. 

Photos:  Margery  Carls. 


Village  Happenings 


'  In  May  we  experienced  an  eclipse  of  the  sun. 

'  And  in  May,  on  the  29th,  Naomi  Eigner,  whose  parents 
own  a  vacation  home  on  Mill  Street,  and  John  Bybee 
from  St.  Louis  were  married  in  the  Maple  Leaf  Inn 
gardens.  After  the  ceremony  an  alfresco  dinner  was 
served  followed  by  dancing  in  the  gaily-decorated 
Village  Hall. 

•A  very  happy  Village  Potluck  Tribute  to  Mayor  Jane 
Pfeifer,  fiddler  and  all,  took  place  on  July  3 1st.  (See 
article  by  Mary  North  on  Page  2.) 

'  On  December  1st  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
held  a  community  "Hanging  of  the  Greens,"  a  wor- 
ship service  with  special  music  dedicating  the  memo- 
rial piano.  Featured  were  solos  for  flute,  piano,  organ 
and  voice,  duets  for  piano  and  organ,  and  a  trio  for 
flutes.  The  flutists  were:  Charmaine  Barnal  (solo), 
Amanda  Barnet  and  Karen  Wilson.  N.  Gay  Ander- 
son, the  wife  of  the  Pastor,  was  the  pianist,  and  J.  Dale 
Lockard  played  the  organ.  Both  he  and  Reverend 
Roy  Anderson  sang  solos.  Afterwards  everyone  was 
invited  to  "a  time  of  fellowship  and  refreshments  at 
the  school  building."  The  event  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Christmas  Season. 

•  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  held  its  annual  holiday  Pot- 
luck  Dinner  and  Holiday  Sing  on  December  18th  at 
the  Civic  Center.  The  Foundation  provided  roast 
turkey,  dressing,  gravy,  rolls,  butter,  apple  cider  and 
coffee.  The  guests  brought  a  covered  dish  or  a  salad 
or  dessert.  Lynn  Conner  played  the  keyboard  piano 
again,  and  the  assembled  villagers  sang  happily  along. 


£^%*>-***, 


Naomi  Eigner  and  John  By  bee's  wedding. 
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No  More  Oars  In  '94" 

by  Mary  North,  Village  of  Elsah  Trustee 


This  was  the  slogan  for  the  Village  of  Elsah  Potluck  lunch 
on  July  31,1 994,  to  remember  the  anniversary  of  the  crest 
of  the  '93  flood  on  August  1,  1993.  We  love  potlucks  in 
Elsah.  Folks  bring  a  covered  dish  for  eight  or  a  salad  or 
dessert,  and  their  own  table  settings  and  lawn  chairs,  while 
the  Village  provides  lemonade,  ice  and  entertainment. 
Visiting  with  our  neighbors  is  the  best  entertainment, 
along     with     friendship,     fellowship     and     fun. 

After  lunch  was  over,  the  Village  Board  honored 
Mayor  Jane  Pfeifer.  I  would  like  to  share  the  remarks  I 
made  on  that  occasion: 

During  the  flood,  there  were  three  important 
jobs.  One  job  was  Survival.  Survival  of  life  and 
of  belongings.  Survival  with  enough  bandaids  and 
without  major  accidents.  Survival  to  rebuild. 
Physical  and  emotional  survival. 

The  second  job  was  Service.  The  people  of  Elsah 
are  ever  grateful  to  the  countless,  caring  volun- 
teers, and  especially  to  Principia  College  for  its 
generosity  of  time  and  resources.  Rather  like  the 
Sorcerer's  Apprentice,  every  helping  hand  seemed 
to  multiply,  to  fill  more  sandbags  and  raise  more 
levees. 

Spirit  was  the  third  job.  In  every  way  people 
received  more  than  they  gave.  One  would  never 
wish  for  a  flood,  but  we  have  noticed  that  there 
is  now  a  lot  more  waving  to  each  other,  a  lot  more 
familiarity  with  neighbors.  We  share  a  new 
history. 

Throughout  the  whole  siege  of  the  river,  one 
person  excelled  in  these  three  jobs,  and  we  recog- 
nize her  today.  We  would  have  declared  this 
"Jane  Pfeifer  Day,"  but  she  would  have  vetoed  it 
at  a  Village  Board  meeting.  We  do  offer  her  our 
profound  gratitude  and  respect  for  leading  our 
efforts  last  summer,  for  threading  the  way  through 
the  maze  of  bureaucracy,  and  for  sustaining  us  in 
our  times  of  impatience  and  disbelief.  We  present 
to  Jane  this  calligraphy  artwork  with  a  quotation, 
selected  by  her  mother  and  daughter,  from  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  which  ably  expresses  Jane's 
humility  and  devotion:  "The  reward  of  a  thing 
well  done,  is  to  have  done  it." 


The  Village  Potluck  Lunch,  on  July  31st,  honoring  Jane 
Pfeifer,  the  Mayor. 


Jane  Pfeifer  with  the  framed  tribute  she  received. 

Photos:  Margery  Carlson 


From  the 
Mayor's  Desk 

By  Jane  Pfeifer,  President  of  the  Village  of  Elsah 


For  those  individuals  flooded 
in'93,theyear  1994  will  prob- 
ably be  remembered  as  a  re- 
building year.  Post-flood  ac- 
tivity dominated  the  year  for 
the  Village  Board  of  Trustees 
as  well. 

Beginning  last  fall  and  through 
the  spring,  the  National  Trust 
grant  made  our  Planning  and 
Design  Consultant  Jack  Luer's 
twice  weekly  visits  seem  al- 
most normal.  The  Board  and 
residents  remain  extremely 
grateful  to  Jack  for  his  untiring 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Vil- 
lage and  historic  preservation. 


Fountain  Square  Park  with  the  accessible  path  and 
drinking  fountain  and  the  Dietz  Pioneer  Lamp. 


greenspace,  as  required. 
Outside  of  the  rebuilding 
after  the  flood,  another 
federally  mandated  act, 
the  Americans  with  Dis- 
abilities Act  (called  ADA), 
has  produced  other  sig- 
nificant building  changes. 
This  act  requires  that  fa- 
cilities open  to  the  public 
be  accessible.  The  Vil- 
lage had  to  con  duct  a  sel  f- 
study  to  review  buildings 
and  programs  to  make 
them  accessible  to  indi- 
viduals with  handicaps  of 
all  kinds.  Self-study  tech- 
nical assistance  was  pro- 
vided by  IMPACT,  a  not- 
FEMA  (Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency)  repre-  for-profit  organization  which  advocates  for  individuals 
sentatives  closely  monitored  Village  compliance  with  our  with  disabilities.  All  the  recommended  changes  have  been 
mandatory  ordinance  regulating  development  in  flood-  or  will  be  made  using  local  funding,  because  when  Con- 
plain  areas.  Compliance  is  essential  to  maintain  flood  gress  passed  the  ADA  no  money  was  appropriated  for  local 
insurance  in  Elsah.  Without  flood  insurance  individuals  compliance, 
cannot  obtain  bank  mortgages,  and  the  Village  would  be 

ineligible  for  federal  grants.  Obviously,  cooperation  As  part  of  our  regular  Motor  Fuel  Tax-funded  sidewalk 
between  local  government  and  the  property  owner  is  very  repair  program,  we  have  had  accessibility  cuts  installed  in 
important.  Flood-affected  individuals  received  letters  the  sidewalks.  And  with  money  from  our  movie  location 
asking  for  information  and  reminding  them  of  the  require-  fee,  Fountain  Square  Park  now  has  an  accessible  fountain 
ment  to  elevate  interior  and  exterior  systems  above  the  and  pavilion  pad  and  path.  At  the  Civic  Center  there  are 
base  flood  elevation  determined  by  our  flood  maps.  ramps  at  the  front  entrance,  in  the  hall  from  the  restroom 

to  the  main  floor,  and  at  the  emergency  exit;  and  there  is 
a  new  light  and  sound  emergency  system,  along  with  a  few 
The  Village  Board  sponsored  several  public  meetings  to  minor  items  in  the  restroom.  In  addition,  the  Village  Hall 
discuss  flood  mitigation,  in  the  event  of  another  big  flood,  has  a  new  walk,  making  it  accessible.  Handicap  parking 
Options  still  being  explored  include  a  levee,  elevating  signshavebeenerected,andafewremaintobereinstalled. 
buildings,  and  developing  wetland  holding  areas.  Addi- 
tionally, the  federal  buyout  program  has  obtained  the  Besides  the  Village  projects,  the  Post  Office  is  the  other 
property  at  27  Mill  Street.  The  20th-century  split-level  most  visible  accessibility  project.  Buildings  owned  and 
house  will  be  demolished  in  the  early  part  of  1995.  The  leased  by  the  U.S.  Post  Office  went  through  the  same  self- 
land  will  belong  to  the  Village,  but  it  will  be  open     study  process.  The  architect  hired  by  the  Postal  Services 


submitted  an  application  to  the  Elsah  Zoning  Board  for 
approval.  The  standards  for  both  the  ADA  and  the  Post 
Office  itself  limited  the  possible  options,  and  the  Board 
approved  the  proposal  substantially  as  presented. 


A  few  Village  activities  have  not  been  federally  man- 
dated! In  Fountain  Square  Park,  we  installed  two  Dietz 
Pioneer  lamps  on  western  cedar  poles  custom-made  by 
Jerry  Franklin  of  Prairie  de  Rocher.  These  lights,  avail- 
able through  Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  are  made  by  the 
same  manufacturer  and  use  the  same  model  name  as  the 
19th-century  lights.  One  of  the  original  lights  still  in 
Elsah  is  in  our  Museum.  For  safety  reasons,  we  spread 
pea  gravel  under  the  park  swings  and  bars.  And  we  had 
the  signs  at  Fountain  Square  Park  and  the  Civic  Center 
repainted.  The  sign  labor  and  materials  were  donated  by 
Scott  Kuehnel. 

There  are  plenty  of  projects  for  1 995  besides  our  normal 
maintenance.  We  need  to  repair  the  flood-damaged 
floor  at  the  Civic  Center,  install  lights  in  the  public 
parking  lot,  install  an  additional  light  at  the  entrance  to 
the  village,  and  begin  the  block-by-block  street  repair 
work.  Also,  we  will  be  planning  a  special  planting  of  trees 
and  shrubs,  with  funds  donated  by  the  Christian  Science 
Churches  in  St.  Louis  for  beautification  after  the  flood. 
Because  of  the  flood  we  have  lost  over  eighteen  trees  (big 
and  small)  on  public  property. 

We  also  will  be  replacing  some  large  silver  maples  that 
are  at  the  end  of  their  life.  We  were  reminded  how  easily 
we  can  be  fooled  by  these  trees.  In  early  November  a 
healthy  looking  tree  at  33  LaSalle  Street  suddenly  fell, 
bringing  down  power  lines.  No  one  was  hurt,  and  quick 
action  made  it  seem  like  nothing  had  happened.  By  the 
evening  CIPS  had  restored  power.  Richard  Ouderkirk 
and  Arno  List  helped  to  direct  traffic  and  keep  people 
safely  away  from  the  site.  Kary  and  Bob  Smith  removed 
the  big  tree  from  the  road.  Even  the  tree  roots  are  not 
visible.  A  few  days  later  another  wind  storm  destroyed 
three  more  trees,  one  again  causing  a  power  outage, 
while  another  damaged  the  bridge  on  Alma  Street. 

The  Village  never  runs  out  of  projects.  Hopefully  your 
favorite  project  is  next  on  our  list. 


The  Post  Office  after. 


Business  News 


As  of  December  1st,  "Jeremiah's — Elsah"  has  been  in 
the  Mott  Commercial  Building  ten  years,  serving  the 
greater  community. 

Edith  and  Arno  List  opened  a  new  Art  Gallery  -  the 
Ailsa  Craig  -  in  the  charming  little  building  near  the 
river  on  LaSalle  Street,  featuring  Elsah  area  artists. 
Call  (618)  374-1805  for  hours  or  appointment. 

There  has  been  a  change  of  ownership  at  the  restau- 
rant. Helen  Crafton  is  now  the  sole  owner  of  the 
original  "Elsah  Landing  Restaurant."  And  Dorothy 
Lindgren,  together  with  Dick  Shaikewitz,  owns  and 
manages  the  one  in  Frontenac  with  an  extended  menu 
and  the  new  name  of  "Something  Elsah." 


We  Welcome 
to  the  Village... 


Valerie  Fitzsimmons  —  at  44A  Mill  Street 
(upstairs  over  Randy  Kinder's  garage) 

Cricket  Johnson  —  at  86  Mill  Street 

Jeannie  and  Harry  Kiskerand 

their  twin  sons  —  in  the  Murphy  House, 

(the  stone  house  at  33  LaSalle, 

at  the  head  of  Selma  Street) 

Bill  Kreutzer —  in  the  red  brick 
Grayson  House 
at  2  Palm  Street 

Dorothy  Pendleton  —  in  the  Nirdling  House 

at  2  Alma  Street 

near  the  post  office 
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